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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Dr. James Naismith Week at LCS

Dr. James Naismith (1861 – 1938) was the
Canadian-born physical-education instructor,
physician, chaplain, coach, and innovator who,
inspired by a teaching assignment and his own
childhood, invented basketball in 1891. Dr.
Naismith became a medical doctor in 1898,
and was subsequently hired by the University
of Kansas that same year. He went on to
establish one of collegiate basketball’s most
storied programs and served as the Athletic
Director and faculty member at the university

for nearly 40 years, retiring in 1937.

Headmaster's Message

Dazzling Light of Joy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Please attend next Monday’s Liberty Lecture, 6:30-
8:30PM in the LCHS Great Hall. It is intended for families
of all LCS students in grades k-12; plus, it is open to the
public, so feel free to invite guests.
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LCHS history instructor Dr. Joel Penning will discuss
one of his particular areas of expertise: The Republic in
Renaissance Italy.  It’s really fascinating (CLICK HERE
for a preview). The topic is relevant for today as
Americans are hardly first when it comes to being divided
about how best to maintain a republic.

An age-old question persists: For is not everything dark
as night for a country in distress? After centuries of
gloaming misery leading to the late Middle Ages, the
city-states of Italy resolved to seek enlightenment which
led to reviving the ancient form of republican
government.

It is important our students know how these cities
reorganized their societies and régimes, how these
experiments eased warfare and social division, and why
they ultimately collapsed. Learning more about the past,
especially as a family activity, equips us to enlarge the
nation we have inherited, to increase its joy.  

Liberty Lectures are wonderful community events
promoting correct leisure. They are of an old-fashioned
tradition all but lost to the Internet and screens but still
superior on many levels. They are designed to
illuminate the path of our academic journey,
considerably.
 
As a sentinel of America’s common-school
movement, Liberty is intentional about the making of
citizens – the wisest ones – who understand and are
inclined toward truth, beauty, goodness, and
perfection; who are equipped to guide toward the
dazzling light of joy those who still walk in darkness.

      

2022-2023 Important Dates

Fri 20 Jan 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 20 Jan 2023 | 5th-Grade Movie Night | 5:00–7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 23 Jan 2023 | Liberty Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy” | 6:30PM |
LCHS Great Hall
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Internet-Safety Seminar | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 26 Jan 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 30 Jan 2023 | Citizenship Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Aristotle and
Plato Campuses

Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Winter Carnival | 5:30–7:30 PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sat 4 Feb 2023 | Loveland Classical Symposium | 9:00AM–3:00PM
Mon 6 Feb 2023 | Junto | 6:00–8:15 PM | Aristotle Campus
Mon 6 Feb–Fri 10 Feb 2023  | Penny Wars | Plato Campus
Tue 7 Feb 2023 | 1st- and 2nd-Grade Concert | 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Free-Dress Day
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Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 13 Feb–Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day | No School
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President’s Day | No School
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day 
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | 6th-Grade Movie Night | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 27 Feb 2023 | Integrity Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and Aristotle
Campuses
Mon 27 Feb–Fri Mar 3 2023  | Plato-Campus Book Fair
Tue 28 Feb 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News

Liberty Lecture. Don't miss the next Liberty Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy”
at 6:30PM on Mon 23 Jan 2023, featuring guest speaker Dr. Joel Penning. Click below for
a preview:

Internet-Safety Seminar. Officer Ehrich Weis
will present “Footsteps in a Digital World,” an
educated view on social media, on Wed 25 Jan
2023 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great Hall. He will
discuss common social-media applications
students use and how to ensure safe practices
for young adults. The presentation will utilize
case studies from school-resource officers with
firsthand experience dealing with safety
concerns for students utilizing social media. 

Career Opportunities.  Liberty Common School is
currently accepting applications for openings starting

https://www.libertycommon.org/b_o_d/bod
https://files.constantcontact.com/1f311cab101/269717cb-36b6-4cfb-9b21-2b3eb8ca7168.pdf?rdr=true
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Fall 2023. We offer competitive salaries, benefits,
professional development, and the opportunity to work
in one of the top-performing schools in the state.  View
all current career opportunities on our website.

Join Young Marines. The Rocky Mountain Young Marines spring Recruit Class #2301 is
seeking excellent kids to join its team. The unit is open to boys and girls starting at age
eight, and meets every other Saturday at the Aristotle campus. The Young Marines
participates in color guards for events across the state. Right now it is running a special of
$200 off for all female recruits. For more information, email Mrs. Nancy Hoyer.

LCS News

Student Attendance. Please call the attendance line when your student will be absent
from school. Informing your student’s teacher is not sufficient as she or he is not
responsible for notifying front-office personnel. The following is taken from our
Parent/Student Handbook:
 
If your child is absent because of illness or an appointment for which we have not been
notified previously, please call to make us aware of the situation before 8:30AM. Please
call each day your child is to be away from school and state the reason for the absence on
the Absence Line. It is critical to student safety that we know where students are on school
days. The office staff must place calls daily to parents who have not contacted the
Absence Line. Parents will be notified that an absentee call was not received by the
telephone broadcast system, SCHOOLMESSENGER ®. To minimize these calls, please
make sure to inform the school of your student’s absence.

Attendance Line:
Plato Campus: 970-482-9800, then press 2.
Aristotle Campus: 970-658-1997, then press 2.

Parent/Teacher Meetings.  Collaboration between parents and teachers is critical to
student success.  In-person meetings between teachers and parents are valuable and
encouraged but should be made by appointment in order to ensure teachers are available
and prepared.  Parents desiring to meet with a teacher at an unscheduled time must
check in at the front office.  If the teacher is unavailable, and the matter is time-sensitive, a
school administrator will be happy to consult with the parent.

Building Closed After 3:30PM.  The main buildings are closed daily at 3:30PM. Students
and parents are not permitted to reenter the building unless they are participating in a
chaperoned after-school activity or have an appointment. Students who forget homework
or a personal item after 3:30PM will need to wait until the following school day to recover
the item. Minor classroom consequences are associated with missing homework to hold
students accountable and promote the development of personal responsibility. The front
office closes at 4:00PM. Students or parents needing assistance after 3:30PM may
consult the front-office staff.

Single Point-of-Entry for Parents and Visitors.  Any parent or visitor entering the school
buildings between 7:40AM and 3:30PM must use the main entrance and check in at the
front office. A single point-of-entry is an important security measure for the school.
Kindergarten parents, we have started our hug-and-go policy. Please walk your student to
the exterior door in the front of the building and let them walk independently to
class. Thank you for your support.

https://www.libertycommon.org/employment_opportunities
https://www.libertycommon.org/employment_opportunities
mailto:adj@rockymounatinyoungmarines.org


Snow-Day Fun. Liberty families from
both elementary campuses took
advantage of Wednesday's snow day by
getting together for sledding fun. It is fun
to see Liberty students build cooperation
skills and relationships outside of school.

Yearbook Update. This week is the final week to order
a yearbook for your child. We include fun pictures from
classroom happenings, special events, and their Mos
Maiorum classes! Click HERE to order your yearbook
NOW!

Athletics

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

Unity In Vision
By: Dr. Robert Robinson, LCHS Assistant Principal

Over this last weekend, school administrators from all
campuses had the opportunity to get together and
renew our agreement on our overall direction. It was an
inspiring set of conversations because it revealed a
strong unity among the entire team on the basic vision
for Liberty Common School. Such a shared foundation
ought to be similarly evident when any two faculty or
staff members at the school engage in conversation.
This unity ought also to extend to the parent population.
To foster this unity among parents, we work hard to
clearly communicate our philosophy to before
enrollment. 

One of the tools we use, developed by our Parent Education Committee, is a Prospective-
Parent Philosophy Checklist. Many of you likely remember looking over this document at a
Public-Information Night before you enrolled your children in the school. I encourage
everyone to review it again. I will highlight a couple of significant items from that checklist
here.  

One item for parent agreement states, “reading
classic literature fosters vocabulary, content
knowledge, and fluency. Students are required to
read from an approved list of books in each grade
called the Great Books List.” I hope all students

https://www.jostens.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_WhB-bniQcu6AuRrsNioH2oO5uBHzDc1G1m6hhJ3UTJHLokozKGLXKoUO3dYN7LgrH2erQpcbXwB6QQ288IV3wC-qZy3gxtB1AXN1e5fR01hX8qElza6Z5DJ26shQrLangYTOchATRk5T3zLtqYc65FRdih7LL0MXbbkBmzE3RrBDbYaO6tzenjj3TrFT6cPiGIsCj859yxLeDUZJ8q-fUcUOja9mGbjLt0ee-gzRnawbHV8z5LYd1aBa4Jqsk-lWoOlhC5JNCfAbyanUcQd6WzVoeikQ6fxYU6BKJEWxQo=&c=JuJCpQtIt19wj1ewb1RQPAzdGRYnmyL9ghVyXk7uIROuXs8nyFWlGA==&ch=-eKfWn8m9YAweF0aW8gFUYFNX7gee6ZcBC1_OdBcY7sO9DRMbWtLAA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_WhB-bniQcu6AuRrsNioH2oO5uBHzDc1G1m6hhJ3UTJHLokozKGLXKK4e3gK7eopwwoHm5-8aKWYQL_JPOZoWggE5n8G6EtoLvffi0vl0w5lKQQNvM0yQ9EJxJ22DUy1OW7FF6bkKmg=&c=JuJCpQtIt19wj1ewb1RQPAzdGRYnmyL9ghVyXk7uIROuXs8nyFWlGA==&ch=-eKfWn8m9YAweF0aW8gFUYFNX7gee6ZcBC1_OdBcY7sO9DRMbWtLAA==


graduate from LCHS with a strong familiarity with
and appreciation for the classics. 

We work hard to make it so, and one important
way is in the books we choose for our libraries.
Mrs. Paige Gowing spends time and effort
ensuring multiple copies of each title on our Great
Books lists appear in our library system. As
elementary students peruse the library shelves,
they will encounter the best thinkers in the western
tradition. Our divergent approach was evident this week when a number of us participated
in a meeting in the library of a nearby district school. Its book collection contained a
section on classics, but it was tiny and dwarfed by other sections such as contemporary
fantasy. There are a lot of good books in the world, and I hope our students read many of
them, but in the precious time we have available to influence students’ reading at school,
we’ll continue to emphasize the classics. 

A second item on the list says, “I believe character education
– the internalization of classical virtue – is an essential part
of education.” Liberty Common School is not in the business
of merely training students for the workforce, but in citizen-
making, in the fullest sense this term can signify. Our
graduates ought to be highly knowledgeable and skilled, but
they ought also to have a strong inner desire to seek
beauty, truth, goodness, and perfection. From the
Foundation Stones at the elementary to the Capstones
Virtues in the high school, all in our community should agree
on the importance of explicit education in virtue.

The final item from the checklist I will highlight says
prospective parents ought to believe “active parental
involvement in their child’s education is essential.” Liberty
Common’s goal is to work with parents as those parents
rightfully direct the education and upbringing of their

children. Our goal is not to supplant their role, but to offer a partnership which parents who
share the school’s vision will value. As William Kilpatrick wrote in Why Johnny Can’t Tell
Right from Wrong, “It doesn’t make sense for parents to work at creating one type of moral
environment at home, and then send their children to a school that teaches a different set
of values.” By being as transparent as we can be about the values we teach, parents
should be in a position to judge whether we align with the values they are seeking to
impart in the home. 

Without a shared common vision for what the education of children ought to look like,
none of our daily plans and activities are likely to be successful. When visions do align,
however, powerful educational outcomes can be achieved and students are launched on a
path to mature literacy and productive citizenship.

News Worth Repeating

Star-Studded Winter Carnival (Plato Campus). Join us for an evening "At the Movies"
on Fri 3 Feb 2023 from 5:30–7:30PM. This free family event includes games, crafts,
balloon twisters, bouncy houses, and a red-carpet-worthy photo booth. Panino’s pizza and
a drink are available for $5. Dress up as your favorite movie character and enter the
Student Council contest with prizes for best-dressed in each grade. This volunteer-run
event needs your help to premiere. Click here to participate or here to donate items.

Totally 80s Winter Carnival (Aristotle Campus). The Aristotle-Campus Winter Carnival
will be on Fri 3 Feb 2023 from 5:00–7:00PM. Dress in your best 80s attire and enjoy a free
night of games, dancing, crafts, and more. Pizza and drinks will be available for $5. Don’t
miss this totally tubular event for the whole family. This volunteer-run even needs your help
to rock. Sign up here to volunteer or donate items for the event.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E45A8A82DA46-winter4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E45A8A82DA46-winter5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4aaca628a6f94-winter#/


School Portraits. On Sat Jan 21  2023 from 9:00AM-1:00PM, a local photographer will
have a make-up-photo day. Photos will be offered at the Skillman Photography studio
located at 818 E. Elizabeth, Fort Collins. Please contact Skillman Photography directly via
email or call 970-484-3403 to schedule.

Junto. Liberty families are invited to gather together on
Mon 6 Feb 2023 from 6:30–8:15PM at the Aristotle
campus for an engaging educational opportunity hosted
by the Parent-Education Committee. This year’s Junto
includes special presentations from Plato-Camps
principal Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus on the William
Kirkpatrick book, Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From
Wrong and LCHS Principal Mr. Torgun Lovely on the
principles of classical education. Free childcare is
available for children potty-trained through 12-years.
Please email Mrs. Jenna Allen to reserve a
spot. CLICK HERE to learn more.

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our friends at Loveland Classical Schools extended an
invitation for Liberty Common students, staff, faculty, and parents to join them at their
sixth-annual classical symposium scheduled for Sat 4 Feb 2023 from 9:00AM–3:00PM.
The event will include incredible talks on music, history, virtue, mathematics, philosophy,
art, literature, and much more. CLICK HERE for more information.

Immunizations. Parents, please review the 2023-2024 immunization letter from the
state. All non-medical vaccine exemptions must be submitted annually and can be
submitted for the 2023-2024 school year beginning Sat 1 July 2023. Vaccine rates are
available upon request. Please email school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski, with any
questions.

Staff/Alumni Update

Dear Liberty Community, 

Happy new year and second semester! I
miss you all dearly here in Washington,
Missouri. I continue to help others
understand the principles of the
Declaration of Independence working in
communications for a law firm that fights
for the rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. It is a far different
pace and environment from the
classroom, working from home, but I do
enjoy having my English bulldog Arma
at my feet.

I was reflecting on what I cherished so dearly about Liberty Common. Discussions with
fellow instructors were so deeply rooted in liberal arts--those studies that liberate man
from both the state and sin. But those conversations could have been on anything, from
religion to my beloved economics or the turmoil of a wretched Broncos season. Every
conversation from the corner of the history wing to the front desk embraced a love of
virtue and knowledge. 

I so dearly miss the students. The privilege of teaching every freshman in economics and
then witnessing their growth toward graduation, some braving my AP Government class,
is something I have yet to adequately replace. Of course, I particularly miss my triumphant
troupe of thespians. The theater kids were such a blessing. 

However, I suspect that my "itch" for the happiness of education will soon again be

mailto:staff@skillmanphotography.com
mailto:jallen@libertycommon.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/512035570910793
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scratched. My wife Anastasia and I are expecting our first child--a baby girl--sometime in
late June. My heart swells at the chance to be a father, and I feel overwhelmed by the
awesome responsibility of helping another human being become a good woman. 

It makes me all the more grateful I had Liberty Common to instruct me in proper education
and the emphasis on parents as primary educators. Truly, thank God for Liberty. 

- Stanton Skerjanec; Former LCHS Instructor

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science"
class of that day:  

“Rule No. 195. Pride in Work. The real idea
of business is ‘service for pay.’ Boys and girls
who do outside work while going to school
should take a pride in their work and should
really earn their wages. There are certain
standards of ethics in the business world that

must be understood if a young person wishes to succeed.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 26 Jan 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
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mailto:hsinfo@libertycommon.org
mailto:sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
mailto:bschaffer@libertycommon.org
mailto:hsinfo@libertycommon.org
mailto:cchurchill@libertycommon.org


Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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	- Stanton Skerjanec; Former LCHS Instructor

